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10 Come, O Come, EmmanuelT

By The Reverend Henry P. McQueen

& dvent is upon us. It is a wonderful

time of waiting for the coming of
Christ, and, contrary to what popular
culture wants us to believe, it is a time for
a slower pace and for reflection. As
Advent is winding down, our schedule
is winding up, but please do not
lose sight of the waiting that
makes Advent so special.

On the fourth Sunday

of Advent, December

22nd at 4 p.m., our

youth will start our holiday
celebrations with the
presentation of a Christmas
Pageant. This year will provide a

fresh look at the story of Christmas;
audience participation, and, I dare say,
perhaps a little learning, will all be
provided in this fun and joyous event. A
reception will follow in the Narthex.
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to
participate. Watch the ePistle for
information on rehearsal times.
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Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are full
of worship opportunities. At 5 p.m. on
Christmas Eve our Parish Choir will fill
our Eucharistic worship with song and a
children's sermon will be offered for all to
reflect upon. The 9 p.m. service of
Holy Communion will enjoy the
musical accompaniment of the
Praise Band. And finally, at
11 p.m. we will celebrate
Eucharist in the
Historic Chapel with
a candle lit service. Each

of these services is offered
in anticipation of the coming of
Christ into our lives.

Christmas has finally arrived; the
anticipation of Advent is over. At 10 a.m.
on Christmas Day we will offer Holy
Eucharist in the Historic Chapel. The gift
of Christ is upon us; come let us adore
him.

On Sunday December 29th we will revive

two wonderful traditions of the Episcopal
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Church. At the 8 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services Morning Prayer will be
said. Many long time Episcopalians will remember when Morning
Prayer was the principal Sunday worship. This beautiful service is full of
traditional canticles and prayers that will delight you. The 9 a.m. service
will feature the celebration of Lessons and Carols. Accompanied by
reading and song, we will explore our faith in a special way. This
beautiful service is traditionally offered following Christmas; you won’t

want to miss this once a year experience.

If Advent brings us four weeks of waiting and anticipation, we should
not neglect to celebrate all 12 days of Christmas. Our Christmas
celebration officially ends on January 6 with the feast of Epiphany. We
will celebrate Epiphany at 7 p.m. Monday January 6th in the Historic

Chapel.

There is much to do, and many opportunities to worship. Please also
take time to reflect on the waiting and anticipation that is part of
Advent. May you have a Blessed Christmas season. &
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@ Orders for the next Citrus Sale will be taken on December 2-3,
with pickup scheduled for December 11. Contact the Snyders

(nanstevel3@cox.net or (804)557-3175) for more information.

@Many thanks to those members of the congregation, and their
friends, who participated in the Ruby Tuesday Give Back program
the last week of October. We have been notified that Hickory
Neck will be receiving a check for $237.58, representing 20% of the

net sales from guests that brought in an HNC GiveBack flyer.

My new family at Hickory Neck has provided
overwhelming comfort and support during the
recent passing of my mother, Bertie Ford. I
thank you from the bottom of my heart for your
prayers, cards and calls, and for the beautiful
prayer shawl.

Sarah Bland

@ AT Hickory Neck, we welcome everyone to participate in
everything freely, member or non-member. However, if you would
like to become an official member of Hickory Neck, we want to
make that happen for you. Simply call our office, 566-0276, or

speak to Father Michael or Father Henry.

Nuggets Staff

Editor: Jim Izzo

Historical Reporter: Martha W. McCartney
Contributing Reporter: Mary Teale
Production: Rebecca Zoellner

Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month. Items
received after this date will be considered for publication in
a future issue.

Please send submissions to nuggets@hickoryneck.org
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Greater Williamsburg
Outreach Mission

By Jim Izzo

The Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission (GWOM), one of the
most recent charities added to Hickory Neck’s grant list, is defined
by its website, as “an incorporated coalition of faith groups in
coordination with multiple local public/private agencies committed
to the critical needs of the homeless or those at risk of becoming

homeless, or have other basic needs for assistance.”

Organized as a non-profit in January of 2012, GWOM serves those
areas represented by the faith communities in the City of
Williamsburg, James City County, and three precincts of Upper
York County. In August of 2012, GWOM restructured its
membership to focus on two critical areas of its mission to the
homeless: permanent housing, which entails long-term assistance
for obtaining such housing, with essential wrap-around services for
those struggling with homelessness, and systemic change, which
addresses the many factors that force people into homelessness or

prevent them from re-entering society.

Dave Hartsough, chair of Hickory Neck’s Outreach Committee, is
one of eleven board members of GWOM, which includes 21 area
churches of all denominations. “Bob Gay got me involved,” Dave
said. “GWOM grew out of Bob’s organization known as HELP.” After
its initial eighteen month program expired, David Benedict of St.
Martin’s took the initiative to keep the coalition going. Since then,
faith group members of GWOM “inaugurated a long-term, in-depth
“Restoration Process” to enable homeless individuals and families to
attain self-sufficiency.”

Members of local congregations who are interested in learning about
this “process” are encouraged to attend a monthly meeting of
GWOM - on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 3 p.m. at the
SunTrust Building, suite 300, in New Town, at 4801 Courthouse
Street.

“We're working with United Way
and the Salvation Army to get
financial backing for our effort,
Dave explained. “There are many
families out there in need of help.
We train/counsel people to learn

. . )
how to survive on their own.” 3¢

Advent
Calendar

He will come like last leaf’s fall.

One night when the November wind

has flayed the trees to the bone, and earth
wakes choking on the mould,

the soft shroud’s folding.

He will come like frost.

One morning when the shrinking earth
opens to mist, to find itself

arrested in the net

of alien, sword-set beauty.

He will come like dark.

One evening when the bursting red
December sun draws up the sheet
and penny-masks its eye to yield

the star-snowed fields of sky.

He will come, will come,

will come like crying in the night,
like blood, like breaking,

as the earth writhes to toss him free.
He will come like a child.

Rowan Williams



4 HickorYy NECK NUGGETS

Shelter Program Renewed This Winter

By The Reverend Henry McQueen

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35

This Gospel passage is familiar to all of us, and for those who participated in the emergency
winter shelter program last year, this experience is familiar to them. In its inaugural year,
the Community of Faith Mission Winter Shelter offered a warm, dry and safe place to sleep
for over 70 unhoused neighbors. The program has expanded and now extends from

November to March, our coldest times.

INVITEI] This year, like last year, we will partner with Saint Martin’s to provide emergency winter
shelter for our unhoused neighbors during the week of January 26 to February 2. Our

parishioners who volunteered last year can attest to how powerful the experience was.

Being able to offer a hot meal, a safe place to sleep, and conversation about sports or world

events was a gift that we all enjoyed.
There will be plenty of opportunities for participation. Lucy Rothnie will be coordinating
- our efforts. Please watch the ePistle and Nuggets for more information. This is an

experience that will bless you in ways you cannot fathom.

Angel Tree
By Nancy Snyder

By the time you read this, the Angel Tree will be in the New Chapel Narthex, with
tags describing what each child wishes. Please make sure that the tag is attached
to the package when returned. The last date for return of the Angel Tree items is
December 8th. The Salvation Army asks that the gifts be unwrapped because of
safety issues, but you may include wrapping paper with your gifts.

Please remember that these gifts will probably be the only gifts this child receives
for Christmas, so you will want to provide that child with an ouftfit or ftwo and some
toys. Perhaps several people, or two or more families may wish to join together to
provide for one Angel.

It is very important that each person record his or her name alongside the name
of the "adopted” Angel on the note pad which will be at the base of the Angel
Tree. This will be the only record anyone will have to show who has “adopted”

which child. If you have any questions — either call Nancy Snyder at (804)557-3175
or e-mail me at nanstevel3@cox.net.
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Saraband

By Sarah Ford Bland

1 B deo GSloria in EExcelsis Deol™*

I am so excited to be celebrating my first Advent and
Christmas seasons at Hickory Neck! The choirs and
some musician friends are preparing beautiful music
for worship and concert to enrich, inspire and bless
your preparations for the coming of the Christ child.

Our wonderful Choral Scholars will only be here for one
Sunday in December due to their exam schedule, but
their musical offerings on Dec. 8 (Advent II) at 11:15
a.m. will be very special. Our growing Parish Choir will
provide music on Dec. 1 (Advent I) and Dec. 15 (Advent
IIT) at 9:00 a.m. as well as at both the 5:00 p.m. and
11:00 p.m. services on Christmas Eve. The Praise Band
will lead worship and offer their own special selections
on Dec. 8 (Advent IT) and Dec. 22 (Advent IV) at 9:00
a.m. and on Christmas Eve at 9:00 p.m. The Sunday
after Christmas, December 29 at 9:00 a.m., will feature
the traditional Nine Lessons and Carols led by the
Parish Choir. It’s been a couple of years since this

service has been a part of our Christmas season.

I am VERY happy that our church will host Cantori, a
local chamber chorus, in one of its two Christmas
concerts this year! This fine group, directed by founder
Agnes French, is comprised of professional and semi-
professional musicians. According to their newsletter,

the concert “features Christmas texts dating from the

10th century to the 20th century in beautiful musical
settings, both old and new. Composers whose works will
be sung include Jan Sweelinck, Peter Philips, John
Rutter, Morten Lauridsen and Anton Bruckner. Half of
the concert will showcase Cantori in a cappella works.”
The concert, Sunday, Dec. 8 at 5 p.m. in the New
Chapel, is free of charge, though we will take up a free-
will offering, and it will be followed by a light reception.

Avoid the crowds of Colonial Williamsburg’s Grand
Illumination and come back to Hickory Neck to let
Cantori help you get into the spirit of the season! (If
fireworks are a must, you can skip the reception and
hurry back to town. I'll tell you the best place to park!)

*These ancient words (“Therefore glory to God in the highest”)
written for the ancient tune “Personent hodie” and
harmonized by the great English composer Gustav Holst, are
the refrain to #92 in The Hymnal 1982.
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Did we miss your big day? If your birthday or anniversary is

CELEBRATIONS

Birthdays

Benjamin Delk
John Dutro
Nancy Snyder
Bryce Corlett
Caroline Dozier
Karen Small
Doug Smith
Don Seeterlin
Eve Beisch
Joseph Banks
Sue Edwards
Noel Sinclair

20
20
22
22
24
26
26
28
30
30
31

Bill Harrison
Shannon Houser
Angela Casanave
Joseph Pruitt
Michael Wilson
David Forrest
Tori Otstot
Debby Corlett
George Bridewell
P. J. Casanave
Joy Tanner

Annlversarles

Alita & Bill Small

12 Kay & Norm Cooper

19 Diane & Henry McQueen

21 Sue & Chuck Edwards

22 Bonnie & Ben Manning

26 Melissa & Chris Casheros

28 Charlotte & Christopher Ellmers
28 Toni & Aaron Small

29 Kristin & David Baum

31 Esther & Bob Gay

this month and you are not listed above, please send the

information to Nuggets@hickoryneck.org

HickorYy NECK NUGGETS

YTD Actual Income $365,287.41
YTD Actual Expense $346,145.33
YTD Net $19,142.08

REPORT

October income was slightly under budget in all three
categories: pledge, non-pledge and loose plate.
Expenses for the month were over budget by only $72,
but the month ended in the red by $1,860. As shown
above, we continue in the black year-to-date. Due to
generous parishioners, we were able to make an
additional $12,000 payment on the principal of our
mortgage in October, bringing the balance down to
$263,211.

Our annual day of Thanksgiving, a time to count our
many blessings, is approaching. We are grateful for
all of your contributions of Time, Talent and Treasure
throughout the year, and we give particular thanks
for your pledges for the coming year. On December
1st, we transition into Advent, a season of new hope
and expectations as we await Christmas. It is indeed
a time to rekindle the bright beacon on our Holy Hill,
sharing our blessings both far and wide!

Fred Boelt
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Baptisms:

Brody John Cash and Sadie Grace
Cash, October 20

Transfer Out:

Uulg Church
amily

Barbara Paul
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by Martha W. McCartney

Recalling Long Ago Christmases

7’ homas Tusser, a poet who was born around 1515 and died in 1580, became a chorister at an early
age and went on to become a farmer. His poetry is said to provide a faithful picture of life in the
English countryside.

Good husband and housewife, now chiefly be glad

Things handsome to have, as they ought to be had,

They both do provide, against Christmas do come,
To welcome their neighbour, good cheer to have some;

Good bread and good drink, a good fire in the hall,
Brawn pudding and souse, and good mustard withal.
Beef, mutton, and pork, shred pies of the best,
Pig, veal, goose, and capon, and turkey well dressed;
Cheese, apples, and nuts, jolly carols to hear,

As then in the country is counted good cheer.

{ER IR AN sy e ey e M

On the other hand, English essayist Charles Lamb (1775-1834) recalled the Christmases he spent at
Christ Church Hospital, the boarding school in which he had lived as a young boy. Lamb said that at
Christmastime, the wealthiest would play host to the impoverished and gathered “round the fire,
replenished to the height with logs.” There, all “partook in all the mirth and in some of the
substantialities of the feasting.” Late at night, after Lamb and his schoolmates had retired for the night,
they would lie awake listening to the older students sing Christmas carols. Inspired by the beautiful
music and reflecting upon the very first Christmas, Lamb said that he would be “transported to the fields
of Bethlehem, and the song of which was sung at the season by the angels’ voices to the shepherds.” What

a beautiful image that is!
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We welcomed newly baptized Brody and Sadie Cash on
October20. They are seen here with their parents, Douglas and
Lisa, and godparents Regina and Edmund Tober.
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