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From the Rector
“Put simply, life is a God-given opportunity

to become who we are, to affirm our own

true spiritual nature, claim our truth,

appropriate and integrate the reality of our

being, but most of all, to say ‘Yes’ to the One

who calls us the Beloved.” Henri J.M. Nouwen

When I worked in the nonprofit sector, I learned

a lot about fundraising. We would host

fundraising dinners that would involve

recruiting table captains. Each

captain was to invite ten people.

After a compelling presentation, the

captain was to give out pledge cards,

which the guests were encouraged to

fill out before they left. The running

theory was that no one should leave

to “think about it.” A commitment

that moment would more likely lead

to definite giving.

The model was successful, but is

quite unlike what Hickory Neck is inviting us to

do this month. You will be receiving a packet of

information about this year’s Stewardship

campaign, and in that packet will be a pledge

card. But we do not want you to return the card

on October 1. We want you take the card on a

journey with you this month. We want you to

hold on to the card as you attend a Parish Party,

enjoying the fellowship of the parishioners who

made you fall in love with Hickory Neck in those

early days. We want you to take the card with

you as you experience the power of worship this

month, reflecting in word, song, and prayer

about the generosity of our God. We want you

take the card with you as you read reflections

from your fellow parishioners and national

church leaders, hearing about their journey to

generosity. And we want you to

take the card with you as you

spend time in personal prayer,

reflecting on the power of the

Hickory Neck community on your

life, and listening for how God is

inviting you to say, “Yes!”

The theme of our Stewardship

Season this year is “Journey to

Generosity.” The month of October

is meant to offer us a mini-journey

that mirrors the very large journey toward

generosity we are all on with God. Part of why

we ask you to hold on to the pledge card is that

we know that considering your pledge takes

time. We need time to observe the power of

Hickory Neck in our lives: the ways Hickory

Neck welcomes us, inspires us, comforts us,

challenges us, encourages us, and transforms us.

We need time to listen to each other’s journeys

Continued on p.2
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toward generosity, learning from each other the powerful

ways God is inviting each of us to say, “Yes!” And we need

time to remember how, as Henri Nouwen says, “life is a God-

given opportunity to become who we are, to affirm our own

true spiritual nature, claim our truth, appropriate and

integrate the reality of our being, but most of all, to say ‘Yes’

to the One who calls us the Beloved.”

You may be tempted to quickly fill out your pledge card and

turn it back in on that first day. But I invite you instead to

revel in the journey of this month, reflecting on the larger

journey you are on with God through the companionship of

Hickory Neck. I cannot wait to hear about your journeys this

month, what new revelations you discover, and what

affirmations and challenges you receive. And I look forward to

walking in the great procession on our 100th Anniversary

Sunday on October 29th, knowing that we have been on a

great journey, we are currently engaging in a dynamic

journey, and we have much more to come on this tremendous

journey. I look forward to saying, “Yes!” with you and the

Hickory Neck family.

Christ’s Peace,

The Rev. Jennifer Andrews-Weckerly

We will hold a special Bring a Friend Sunday

on October 15 to mark the end of our Adult

Forum series on evangelism. Our

Communications Committee has

developed postcards to hand or mail to

friends so we may share the gifts of this

wonderful church. Pick some up this Sunday,

and start thinking about who you want to

invite to Hickory Neck on October 15!

Journey from p. 1

It's that time of year when
we can make that light on

the Hickory Neck hill shine a
little brighter. Our annual

fall work day will be held on
Saturday, October 7 (rain
date Oct. 14) to make sure

our campus is in great shape
for the Fall Festival. We

begin at 8 a.m., but helpers
are welcome for all or part
of the day. Bring whatever

tools you think will be
helpful, and join in the fun.
Many hands make light work!
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What is it they say about the best laid plans? A few months

ago, I wrote in this space about an exciting opportunity for

Hickory Neck: a pilgrimage to Ghana in West Africa,

organized by a priest in our diocese who extends an invitation

to us and all Episcopalians in the diocese to visit this

wonderful country, to enjoy the fellowship of Anglicans, and to

explore the painful history linking

our two countries through the

Trans-Atlantic slave trade.

The invitation for members of

Hickory Neck to participate in this

pilgrimage still stands, but instead

of next summer, we will wait until

2019, the next time the diocese

will offer this pilgrimage

opportunity. When I heard the

news, I could not help but feel

disappointed; as a parish, we have

been working toward this chance

for nearly a year, from reading the

Yaa Gyasi novel Homegoing to

welcoming the Rev. Canon Emmanuel Paa-kwesi Ansah into

our pulpit in July.

But the reason for the delay is an exciting one: rather than

traveling to Ghana, members of St. Paul’s Anglican Church in

Kumasi, where Canon Emmanuel serves as an assisting

priest, will be making a pilgrimage of their own to the Diocese

of Southern Virginia. They will arrive in early June and spend

two weeks with us, first hosted by St. James in Portsmouth,

then hosted by Hickory Neck. While we just learned of this

shift in plans, we quickly realized what an opportunity we

now have.

Soon, in conversation with our partners at St. James,

Portsmouth, we will begin to plan the details of a pilgrimage

here in Virginia – one we will invite each of you to join in the

journey with our friends from Ghana. We hope to explore the

breadth of our vast history here in

the Tidewater area, beginning

with the settlement of Jamestown,

and continuing through the

struggle for independence as told

here in Williamsburg and

Yorktown, to the Civil War, the

Civil Rights Movement, and into

the present and future. We hope

to visit Jamestown Island,

Colonial Williamsburg, the

National Museum of African

American History and Culture,

and much more on this journey.

We will have the opportunity to

worship with our pilgrim friends and share opportunities for

fun and fellowship, including the chance to host pilgrims in

our own homes. And yes, after we have journeyed alongside

our fellow Anglican sisters and brothers, we will still have the

chance for our own pilgrimage. But this time, we will be

pilgrims with new friends, connected through shared

experiences.

Want to be involved with the planning? Be in touch!

From Our Curate
By The Rev. Charlie Bauer

The Rev. Frederick Walker, left, and others from St.
James Portsmouth visit with The Rt. Rev. Daniel Torto,
Bishop of Accra. At right is the Rev. Canon Emmanuel
Paa-kwesi Ansah, who visited Hickory Neck in July.
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17th Annual Fall Festival
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Saturday, October 21, 201 7

Activities will include: “Amazin Grazin” bake sale, arts & crafts show & sale, Attic

Treasures, Silent Auction, tours of Historic Chapel & grounds, free moon bounce and kids

events.

Great Food provided by: Two Drummers and FoodaTude.

Bulk sale of: Brunswick stew and Pork BBQ.

Live Music… The Solid Rock Blue Grass Gospel Band

Our overall goals are to:

• Continue our congregational outreach commitment

• Introduce Hickory Neck Church to the community;

• Get to know each other better; and’

• HAVE SOME FUN!

All Proceeds Benefit: Angels of Mercy Medical Clinic, Avalon, Salvation Army Transitional

Housing, Faith In Action, House of Mercy, the Harbor and other local charities.

Invite your friends and neighbors to come. If you have not done so, sign up to help. The

more who help, the easier it is for all of us. The sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.F
A

L
LFESTIVAL

The Adult Forum continues this month with

the four-week series on Evangelism started on

September 24. We gather at 10:15 a.m. on

Sundays through October 15. Our discussions

are focusing on the book Transforming

Evangelism by The Rev. Dr. David Gortner.

October 15 is also Bring a Friend Sunday. Grab

your coffee and join us in the Nave! To learn

more about these Adult Forum offerings or to

order the book (it’s not too late to join!),

contact the Rev. Charlie Bauer

(cbauer@hickoryneck.org).
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Episcopal Relief & Development is the branch of the

Episcopal Church that responds to need throughout the

world. The work of Episcopal Relief & Development is, true

to its name, twofold: offering relief aid in the face of

natural and humanitarian disasters, and promoting the

development of societies by alleviating hunger and

improving food supplies, creating economic opportunities

and strengthening communities, and promoting health and

fighting disease.

Within the past month, we have been acutely aware of the

relief side of Episcopal Relief & Development, as we have

witnessed the destruction caused by Hurricane Harvey in

Texas and Louisiana, and Hurricane Irma throughout the

Caribbean and Florida. These efforts are just beginning:

Episcopal Relief & Development is routinely the last

organization remaining on the ground, still responding

over a decade later to Hurricane Katrina relief, for

example. And the definition of a disaster is broad:

Episcopal Relief & Development supports Ben’s

Lighthouse, an organization responding to the

psychological traumas of children present at the 2012

Newtown, Connecticut school shooting.

Episcopal Relief & Development uses an Asset Based

Community Development model to use the gifts of a

community for their own development. I witnessed this

firsthand in northern Ghana a few years ago. Malaria

remains a major health issue in many areas of the world,

including Ghana, but simple, cost effective solutions exist.

One such solution is providing mosquito netting to allow

people to sleep without the worry of mosquito bites – and

the possibility of disease transmission. Episcopal Relief &

Development created the NetsforLife® program to provide

mosquito nets to millions in areas where malaria is

prevalent.

In Ghana, I met Asigziel. She received a mosquito net

several years ago, which was installed by members of her

village who were trained by Episcopal Relief &

Development. She also received information for using and

caring for her net. When I met her, the member of her

village working with the NetsforLife® program was visiting

to ensure her net was in good condition and being used

properly. Thanks to this net, Asigziel’s family has been

malaria-free since they were given nets.

By utilizing people within the community, Episcopal Relief

& Development can conduct this critical work with greater

acceptance, as it comes from people who are known in their

communities, who also provide valuable culturally-relevant

feedback. This is the work of Episcopal Relief &

Development: present in over forty countries, working to

heal a hurting world.

The Rev. Charlie Bauer

Episcopal Relief &
Development

2Second
Sunday
Mission

Asigziel’s family has been malaria-free since they
were given nets. Photos by Charlie Bauer.
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“God, whose giving
knows no ending . . . “

This is the first line from the hymn we will be using in

worship during our Fall stewardship campaign. The

text (see below) was written in 1961 by Robert Lansing

Edwards (1915-2006), a congregational minister, on a

commission by the Hymn Society of America. Rev.

Edwards held undergraduate and graduate degrees

from Princeton, Harvard and Union Theological

Seminary. In addition to pastoral ministry (he was

minister at Immanuel Congregational Church in

Hartford, CT for 34 years), he was active in prison

ministry and in establishing low income housing for

seniors. He is the author of several books and hymn

texts.

“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” is sung to a

couple of different tunes in various hymnals, including

BEACH SPRING written in 1844 by Benjamin Franklin

White (1800-1879), a singing- school teacher, composer

and tunebook compiler in the South. Because the

Hymn Society, founded in 1922, also promotes the

composition of new hymn tunes as well as texts, in

1986, it commissioned renowned Lutheran composer

and longtime Professor of Music at Concordia

University Richard Hillert (1923-2010) to write a hymn

concertato (choral anthem) for this text using this old

Sacred Harp tune.

The Parish Choir and Choral Scholars will sing Dr.

Hillert’s choral setting at their respective services

during the Offertory on the first Sunday of October. For

the next three Sundays we will use this for our

Sequence Hymn. The words and music will be printed

in the bulletin. The last Sunday, when we conclude the

stewardship campaign, we will sing it a final time as

part of the in-gathering of our pledges. I hope this new

hymn will become one of your favorites, as you reflect

on all of God’s blessings and your grateful response.

Sarabande
By Sarah Ford Bland

1 God, whose giving knows no ending,

from your rich and endless store:

nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom,

costly cross, grave's shattered door;

gifted by you, we turn to you,

offering up ourselves in praise;

thankful songs shall rise forever,

gracious donor of our days.

2 Skills and time are ours for pressing

toward the goals of Christ, your Son:

all at peace in health and freedom,

races joined, the church made one.

Now direct our daily labor,

lest we strive for self alone;

born with talents, make us servants

fit to answer at your throne.

3 Treasure, too, you have entrusted,

gain through powers your grace conferred:

ours to use for home and kindred,

and to spread the gospel word.

Open wide our hands in sharing,

as we heed Christ's ageless call,

healing, teaching, and reclaiming,

serving you by loving all.

Image source: https://thenextweb.com/insider/2015/09/18/10-more-
ways-tech-is-delivering-hope-for-humanity/#.tnw_o1xLdf4O

Copyright 1961, The Hymn Society (Admin. Hope
Publishing Co.). Used by permission,
OneLicense.net #A-715403.
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(Editor’s Note: The following article, omitted in the last

issue, is still relevant)

Planning a vacation or mission trip outside of the USA?

Shopping for back-to-school needs, including school

physicals or team sports requiring physical exams?

Starting a new job requiring your immunization record?

August is the month designated to immunization

awareness and now is a good time to catch up on

meeting those health needs. Although advances are

being made to develop a painless system for delivering

vaccines into the skin without compromising effective

immunity, additional testing and clinical trials are

necessary before our present system of using needles

can be replaced.

Vaccines help prevent and offer protection from serious

and sometimes deadly diseases like measles,

pneumonia, and influenza. People of all ages should

keep up with their shots and it’s important to know

which ones you need and when to get them. Protection

from some shots given during childhood wears off,

creating a need for older children and adults to catch

up. Older adults might be at risk for diseases such as

shingles or pneumonia. Pre-teens and teens can be at

risk for meningococcal disease or HPV which can cause

certain cancers. The bacteria and viruses that cause

these diseases can be spread by people who are not

vaccinated.

The CDC recommends that everyone 6 months and

older get the flu vaccine every year. Other vaccines are

best given at certain ages and intervals. Vaccine

schedules, charts and information regarding vaccine

safety, side-effects, etc. can be found on government

websites such as CDC, NIH, National Center for

Immunization and Respiratory Diseases or from your

child's pediatrician, your PMD, or obstetrician. Yes,

even women planning on a pregnancy should check with

their doctor since the vaccines needed and the best

times for the shot are important.

Talk with your health provider to determine which

shots you need. Check to see if your health insurance

plan covers the shots at no or low cost to you. Ask a

local pharmacy or your health department about free or

low-cost vaccinations. If you or your children are

planning to travel outside the USA, it’s important to

check on any immunizations you/they might need and

get them several weeks before you/they are scheduled to

leave.

Keep an accurate vaccination record for each member of

your family. Ask your doctor(s) to print them out, and

keep them updated and in a safe place with other

important health information.

REMEMBER: By getting immunized, you protect

yourself as well as those around you against these

diseases.

Peace and Good Health,

Carolyn Gaylord, RN, FCN

Parish Nurse

From
the
Parish
Nurse

Immunization Awareness

Saturday October 14, 2017, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.

FREE ADULT Vaccine Clinic
Hickory Neck Episcopal Church New Chapel

Update your

immunizations:

Influenza, pneumonia,

and more

Must bring your

Insurance cards.
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The Stewardship Committee has scheduled several
small group parties this fall. The gatherings are a
time for fellowship and celebration, and to hear
more about the impact your stewardship can make.

The following are the scheduled parties:

Wednesday, October 4, at 7 p.m. : Betty and
Frank Somloi will host at their home in Colonial
Heritage. They can accommodate 15 parishioners.

Thursday, October 5, at 7-9 p.m. : Margene and
Dave Hartsough will host at their home in
Stonehouse. They can accommodate 25.

Sunday, October 8, at 5 p.m. : Hannah Schrack and
Toni Small will host at Hickory Neck. There will be a
pot luck dinner. A nursery will be provided in order
for families with children to attend.

Tuesday, October 10, at 7 p.m. : Janice Wagner
will host at her home in Ford's Colony. She can
accommodate 25.

Wednesday, October 11, at 11:30 a.m. : Jean
Hancock will host at Hickory Neck. There will be a
pot luck luncheon.

The Stewardship Committee has planned a variety
of gatherings in order to meet the different needs in
our parish. We anticipate one additional daytime
party at Patriots Colony. Sign-up sheets are posted
in the Narthex at church.

Stewardship Gatherings
By Ann Cooper

On Saturday morning, November 4, 2017 , the As You Wish
program will be held in the New Chapel at Hickory Neck
Episcopal Church. Even if you have an Advanced Medical
Directive, laws change, situations in life change. Learn how
to create or update an advanced medical health care and
treatment plan of your choice. Your plan is essential when
medical illness or serious injury prevents you from
communicating your choices for medical health care. It’s
your choice. Take charge.
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The regular monthly Hickory Neck Church Vestry Meeting

was held on Thursday, September 14, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. in

the Wilkinson Center.

At the invitation of the Chaplain at Patriots Colony, Rev.

Jennifer and Rev. Charlie led a new Eucharistic service in

August and will continue this service the 3rd Tuesday of

each month at 2:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend.

“Kudos” from Rev. Jennifer and the Vestry to the

Stewardship Committee for the success of the first

“Discipleship Fair” held on September 10, 2017. Dave

Hartsough, Vestry Liaison for Stewardship and Fall

Festival Chairman, added that the Fair was good

promotion for the Fall Festival, especially reaching people

new to the Parish. The Fall Festival is scheduled on

October 21, 2017, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Dave also reported that the Stewardship Committee is

ready to kick off the fall campaign on October 1st, followed

by Parish Parties throughout October. The campaign will

conclude on October 29th with a festive In-Gathering and

celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Consecration of

the Historic Church.

Senior Warden and Vestry Liaison for the

Newcomers/Growth Committee, Bill Teale, reported on the

development of the ministry description of the Hickory

Neck Shepherd Society. The Shepherds will be led by Betty

Somloi and will guide newcomers as they become involved

in the life of the Parish.

Fred Boelt, Terri Lensenmayer, Aaron Small, Bill Teale

and Bob Zoglman were appointed to serve on the

Nominating Committee to recruit candidates to replace

retiring Vestry members who will be vacating

Newcomers/Growth, Parish Life and Buildings & Grounds

Ministries. Anyone interested in serving as Vestry Liaison

for one of these ministries can contact a member of the

Nominating Committee. The election will take place at the

Annual Parish Meeting.

Treasurer Fred Boelt gratefully reported that after a short

3 ½ month campaign, the mortgage was paid off on August

31, 2017.

Pete Haines announced that Harbor Training will be held

on October 3rd, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., and that Fiber Fest,

organized by Linda Becker, is scheduled on May 19, 2018.

The next regular monthly meeting of the Vestry is

scheduled on Thursday, October 12, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. in

the Wilkinson Center.

Lauris Zeni, Register

Vestry
HH ii gghhll ii gghhttss

Quilt Auction at
the Fall Festival
This year a new feature will be added to the Fall Festival. We

will have a quilt auction! Six quilts have been made by Hickory

Neck parishioners and friends. The star of the auction will be a

spectacular quilt made by Hope Brans, pictured at right. This

quilt, entitled "Be Beautiful" is sure to become an heirloom. The

other quilts range in size from table topper to queen size bed

quilt. We have quilts with traditional and modern themes. Come

to the festival prepared to bid on one or more of these gorgeous

creations. Tell your family and friends about the auction. We

don't anticipate this being an annual event, so take advantage

of this unique opportunity to go home with something your

family can treasure for generations.
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I would like to give a big thank you to our

Communications Committee Design Team:

Kent Ross, Laurie Brown , Paula Simmons, Jill

Ramsaur, Rebecca Zoellner , and Lisa

Williams . This group developed promotional

materials that we will be using throughout the

program year for evangelism and invitation.

Their collaborative efforts and creativity led to

some tools that will benefit the church and the

wider community. The next time you see one

of the team members, give them a big high

five!

High fives go out to our Hickory Neck

volunteers with Vacation Bible School last

month: Judy Bristow , Trevor Simmons ,

Wilson Simmons, Andrew Small , and Lisa

Small. Vacation Bible School is a joint effort

with Bruton Parish and St. Martin’s Episcopal

Church. It was wonderful to see Hickory Neck

volunteers supporting the formation of our

children this summer. High Fives!!

I would also like to extend a high five to Lynn

Kelley , and the Prayer Advocates in our

parish. Our prayer advocates take prayer

requests year-round and confidentially hold

those requests in prayer. Whether it is holding

our ailments and anxieties, lifting up our

friends and extended family, or tending to our

concerns for the world, including the victims

of natural disasters, our Prayer Advocates

offer us a powerful witness to the power of

prayer. Thank you for this often unseen, but

mightily felt ministry!

Mother Jennifer

Hickory Neck

High
Fives

Would you like to
be on our Vestry?
By Bill Teale

Fall is the time of year when we look for candidates for the

openings in the next year’s Vestry. Last year we had four

openings. We selected parishioners to fill those specific

Ministries. We are following the same procedure this year.

The Ministries open for next year are:

•Buildings and Grounds

•Newcomers/Growth

•Parish Life

If you are willing and able to serve on the Vestry and to be

responsible for one of these ministries or if you have any

questions about the ministry or being on the Vestry, please

give me a call at 345-3745 or 703 919-5582. As Vestry

Liaison, you would be responsible for coordinating and

leading the parishioners who have volunteered to serve in

that ministry.

To be on the Vestry:

•You must be an adult in good standing who is a

confirmed communicant of the congregation and a

regular participant in its corporate worship;

•You need to be able to attend Vestry meetings on

the second Thursday of each month for the next three

years; and

•You need to be able to attend the annual Vestry

Retreat. The 2018 Retreat is the evening of February

2nd and the 3rd until mid-afternoon.
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A yellow butterfly crossed my path the other day. As I sat in

my vehicle at a road paving site and waited for the path

ahead to open, my thoughts began to drift, and I found myself

sliding into a state of sadness. I turned to the Lord in silent

prayer. Then out of the corner of my eye I noticed this

beautiful, free, and untamed spirit dressed in yellow wings

come flitting by. A few seconds later another followed, not in

the same path but from the same general direction. Soon a

couple more joined them. With each vision I felt my spirit

brighten. By the time I moved on, I felt much happier, and the

day seemed much brighter. Nothing physical had changed, yet

the gifts of happiness and joy these beautiful creatures offered

had lifted my spirits and given me a renewed sense of peace.

To me these beautiful creatures were a gift sent from God.

Butterflies are free; they, like the Holy Spirit, are the epitome

of freedom and unpredictable movement. To some they bring

reminders of happiness and sunny days. To others they offer

reminders of new life and amazing beauty. They are truly a

gift from God, something to be admired and experienced

without the necessity of needing to capture or control them.

God has given them to us freely, without any expectation of

return, other than His witnessing the joy we experience in

their presence and admiring their poetry of movement in the

air. Once a butterfly is captured, it loses its freedom of

movement and some of its magic and spontaneity of life.

A true gift, like a butterfly, is a gift only if it’s freely

experienced, with no expectations attached. God’s love for us,

in the person of the Holy Spirit freely offered, is like that. It is

not meant to be tamed, captured or minutely defined, but

experienced and celebrated in its freedom. For all of the heavy

responsibility and necessary actions we seem to encumber this

gift with, it is at its basis freely offered. God loves us and

knows us at a deeper level than we even know ourselves. He

knows our weaknesses as well as our strengths. He also

knows and celebrates our hidden beauty: many times a beauty

that only becomes evident to the outside world after we trust

Him enough to dare to come out of our self-imposed shells and

risk the joy of life and love. He has freely offered us life, and

never required us to be anything other than who we are. He

loves us unconditionally and completely because that is who

He is; and He delights in each of us. He delights in our joy,

our unpredictability, and our unique spontaneity and poetry

of movement.

A butterfly has no concern for how others perceive it, or

whether or not they deserve to experience its beauty; it just

delights in the moment. We too could learn a lesson from the

butterflies. Delight in God’s love for you, offer freely your

inner beauty, and share in spreading light and joy, and trust

in the Holy Spirit to share it freely where it is needed most.

CChaplain's

Butterflies, Beauty,
and God’s Love

CCorner
By Chaplain Don Seeterlin
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08/31/17

Budget Income $310,453.12

YTD Income $286,363.00

Budget Expense $312,568.68

YTD Expense $288,294.10

The overall income for August was below budget by

$9,106, not an enviable position as we begin our

program year. The largest deficit was in the pledge

category, but non-pledge and loose plate were also

below average. The year-to-date income was below

budget by $24,090, and the downward spiral

continues.

Perhaps for the moment, the saving grace is found in

the expenses. For August, they were under budget by

$7,033 and year-to-date, under budget by $24,275.

Without the careful planning and frugal spending of

our ministry chairs, our financial position would be a

mess. As a consequence of the above, August ended in

the red by $2,444 and year-to-date, in the red by

$1,931. While these deficit numbers are

comparatively small, they need to be addressed before

they escalate.

As you read this article, we have just passed through

the Autumnal Equinox, welcoming a time of cooler

days and muted colors. It also signals the harvest

season, a time of gathering in and storing crops for

future use. On Sunday, October 1st, you will receive

your packet to begin your Journey to Generosity, our

Stewardship Campaign for 2018. It is a time for

reflection on our bounteous harvest of blessings

received from God and how we can repay that gift.

May we all open our hearts and minds as we consider

our pledges for the coming year. A commitment from

every member will ensure that the Light on our Holy

Hill will shine ever brighter in 2018!

Fred Boelt

Anniversaries

Birthdays

2 Terri Christin

7 Penny Orth

8 John Greenman

8 Joanna Parsons

11 Mary Teale

15 Karen Dutro

17 Linda Becker

17 Sue Dugan

19 Tina Sinclair

19 Roland Todd

19 Bunkie Righter

22 Linda Wever

27 Lynn Geddy

28 Jim Izzo

28 Geraldine Baker

30 Randy Tanner

30 Ron Houser

31 Jean Hancock

31 Joan Forrest

15 Carrol & Dal Bailey

15 Penny & Vic Shumaker

21 Cheryl & Mayes Mathews

27 Terri & Gary Lensenmayer

Did we miss your big day? If your birthday or anniversary is

this month and you are not listed above, please send the

information to Nuggets@hickoryneck.org
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W hen King Charles II ascended to the throne in

1660 and became the Church of England’s head,

he granted the Bishop of London jurisdiction over all of

the colonies’ Anglican churches. High ranking colonial

officials had the right to issue marriage licenses and see

that wills were probated, and he also assigned

clergymen and could induct

(permanently assign) them if

asked to do so. However,

properly educated men who

wanted to become Anglican

ministers had to travel overseas

in order to be ordained by the

Bishop of London or another

bishop if he was unavailable.

Just as there was no one in the

American colonies who was

qualified to perform ordinations,

here and in England, there was no

provision for the consecration of

churches, chapels-of-ease, or

graveyards. In 1712 Anglican

officials crafted a text for a

consecration ceremony they hoped

would be added to the Offices of the Liturgy but it never

received Royal Assent and therefore never became an

officially sanctioned service of the Church of England.

Anglican bishops who wanted to consecrate a new church

could create and perform a ceremony if they wanted to, but

because there were no bishops in the American colonies

and only a bishop could consecrate a church, none of

Virginia’s colonial churches — including Hickory Neck

—were consecrated.

After the close of the American Revolution and the

establishment of the Protestant Episcopal Church, the

Episcopal Church formally separated from the Church of

England and the Anglican Prayer Book was modified to

create an American Prayer Book. This first Book of

Common Prayer, published in 1789, included a service for

the Consecration of Churches, a ceremony that was used

until the prayer book was revised in 1892. The first

American Prayer Book owed much to its predecessor, the

English 1662 Book of Common Prayer, and in many

respects was very similar to it.

Another significant event occurred in 1892. It was then

that the eastern part of colonial Blisland Parish’s territory

became part of the newly created Diocese of Southern

Virginia and the westernmost part of the parish, situated

in New Kent County, became part of the Diocese of

Virginia. A decade later, the Rev. E. Ruffin Jones of

Bruton Parish began campaigning for Hickory Neck

Church, then the property of the

James City County School

Board, to return to use as an

Episcopal house-of-worship. On

August 8, 1912, the church’s

one-acre lot and its building,

erected in 1774, were

transferred to the trustees of the

Hickory Neck Protestant

Episcopal Church. Less than a

year later, Mr. Ruffin began

raising funds that were needed

to restore the church to useable

condition. Thanks to his efforts,

regular worship services

resumed at Hickory Neck

Church in 1915. On October 24,

1917, Hickory Neck Episcopal

Church was consecrated by Bishop Beverley Dandridge

Tucker and fully restored to ecclesiastical use. Soon after,

he prepared a report for the Diocese in which he declared,

“May God’s blessing be with this ancient church and with

all who worship there.”

It is with great joy that on October 29, 2017, Hickory

Neck’s congregation will commemorate the 100th

anniversary of our historic church’s consecration. Please

join us for this unique celebration.

Our C entennial
Celebration

BLESSED be thy Name, O Lord

God, for that it hath pleased thee

to have thy habitation among the

sons of men, and to dwell in the

midst of the assembly of the

saints upon the earth; Grant, we

beseech thee, that in this place

now set apart to thy service, thy

holy Name may be worshipped in

truth and purity through all

generations; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen.

This prayer, from the 1892 Prayer Book,
would have been the one used by Bishop
Tucker in 1917.

Our Prologue
By Martha W. McCartney
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All creatures great
and small are

welcome at the
Blessing of the

Animals on Sunday,
October 22
at 9 a.m.

On August 29, parishioners and clergy from

Hickory Neck and Stone House Presbyterian

gathered at Burnt Ordinary, just around the

corner from Hickory Neck, to distribute

school supplies and backpacks to students

as they prepared for the new school year.

Thanks to all who came out to help, and

especially to Gerry Hassig and Sharon

Barberi for coordinating the collection and

distribution!


